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By Ifaac Bickerftaff Eq; 





Quicquid agunt Homines noflri Farrago Libeli. 





From Tuefday Auguft 16. to Thurfday Auguft 18. 1709. 


White's Chocolate-honfe, Auguft 17: 


HERE is a pan Foreigner ecimmit- 
ted to my Care, who puzzles me cx- 
tremely in the Queftions he asks a- 
bout the Perfons of Figure we meet 
in Publick Places. He has but very 

little of our Language, and therefore I am mighti- 

ly at_a Lofs to exprefs to him Things, for which 
they have no Word in that Tongue to. which he 
was born. It has been often my Anfwer upon his 
asking, Who fuch a fine Gentleman is ? That he is 
what we call a Sharper, and he wants my Explica- 
tion. I thought it would be very unjuft to tell 
him, he is the fame the French call Coguin ; the La- 
tins, Nebulo; or the Greeks, Pacnaa: For as Cuftom 
is the moft powerful of all Laws, and that the Or- 
der of Men we call Sharpers are receiv’d amongi{t 
us, not only with Permiffion, but Favour, I thought 
it unjuft to ufe ’em like Perfons upon no Eftablith- 
ment. Befides that, it would be an unpardonable 

Difhonour to our Country, to toe him leave ne 

with an Opinion, that our Nobility and Gentry 

kept Company with common Thiefs and Cheats ; 

Ttold him, they were a Sort of tame-Huflars that 

were allow’d in our Cities, like the wild ones in 

our Camp, who had all the Privileges belonging 
to us; but at the fame Time were not ty‘d to our 

Difcipline or Laws, Alethews, who is a Gentle- 

man of too much Virtue for the Age he lives in, 

would not Jet this Matter be thus palliated, but 

told my Pupil, That he was to underftand, that Di- 

ftinétion, Quality, Merit, and Induftry, were laid 

afide amongit us by the Incurfions of thefe civil 

Huffars, who had got fo much Countenance, that 

the Breeding and Fathion of the Age turn‘ their 

Way to the Ruin of Order and Oeconomy in all 

Places where they are admitted. But Sophronins, 

who never falls imto Heat upon any Subject, but 

applies proper Language, Temper, and Skill, with 
which the Thing in Debate is to be treated, told 
the Youth, that Gentleman had {poken nothing, 
but what wasliterally true; but fell upon it with 
too much Earneftnefs to give a true Idea of that 
Sort of People he was declaiming againft, or to 
remedy the Evil which he bewail'd: For the Ac- 
ceptance of thefe Men being an Ill which had crept 
into the Converfation-Part of our Lives, and not 
into cur Conftitution it felf, it mult be corrected 
where it began, and confequently is to be amended 
only by bringing Raillery and Derifion upon the 

Perions who are guilty, or converfe with “em. For 

the Sharpers (continued he) at prefent are not as 

formerly, under the Acceptation ot Pick-pockets ; 
but are by Cuftom erected into a real and venera- 
ble Body of Men, and have fubdu'd us to fo very 

rticular a Deference to them, that tho’ they are 

nown to be Men without Honour or Conicience, 
no Demand is call’d_a Debt of Honour {fo indil- 
putably as theirs. You may lofe your Honour to 


them, but they Jay none againft you: As the Prieft- 

ood in Roman Catholick Countries can purchafe 
what they pleafe for the Church, but they can alie- 
nate nothing from it. It is from this Toleration, 
that Sharpers are to be found among all Sorts of Af- 
femblies and Companies, and every Talent amongft 
Men is made Ufe of by fome one or other of the 
Society for the Good of their Conimon Caufe: 
So that_an unexperienc’d young Gentleman is as of- 
ten enfnar’d by his Underftanding as his Folly : 
For who could be unmov’d, to hear the eloquent 
Dromio explain the Conititution, talk in the Key of 
Cato, with the Severity of one of the ancient Sa- 
gts, and debate the greateft Queftion of State ina 
common Chocolate or Coffee-houfe. Whocould, 
I fay, hear this generous Declamator, without being 
fir'd at his noble Zeal, and becoming his profeis'd 
Follower, if he might be admitted. AZonoculws’s 

tavity would be no lefs inviting to a Beginner in 
Converfation, and the Snare of his Eloquence would 
equal'y catch one who had never feen on old Gen- 
tleman fo very wife, and yet fo little fevere. Many 


other Inftances of extraordinary Men among the. 
Brothe:lood might de produc d ; but every Man who 


knows the Town, can fupply himfelf with fuck 
Examples without their being nam’d. Will. Vafer,who 
is skilful at finding out the ridiculous Side of a 
ching, and placing it in a new and proper Light, 
(tho’ he very feldom talks) thought fit to enter in- 
to this Subjeét. He has lately loft certain loofe 
Sums, which half the Income of his Ettate will 
ing in within feven Years: Befides which, he 
propofes to marry to fet all right. He was there- 
fore indolent enough to {peak .of this Matter with 
great Impartiality. When I look round me, faid 
this eafy Gentleman, and confider in a jutt Ballance 
us Bubbles, Elder Brothers, whofe Support our dull 
Fathers contriv’d to depend upon certain Acres; with 
the Rooks, whole Anceftors left them the wide 
World; I cannot but admire their Fraternity, and 
contemn my own. Is not Fack Heyday much to 
be preferr'd to the Knight he has bubbled. 7ck has 
his Equipage, his Wenclies, and his Followers : 
The Knight fo far from a Retinue, that he is almoft 
One of Fack's. However he is gay, you fee, {till ; 
a florid Out-fide-- His Habit {peaks the Man—- And 
fince he muft unbuttagn, he would not be reduc’d 
outwardly, but is {tripp'd to his upper Coat. But 
tho’ I have great Temptation to it, I will not at 
this Time give the Hittciy of the lofing Side, but 
fpeak the Effects of my Thoughts, fince the Lois of 
my Money, upon the gaining People. This ill For- 
tune makes moit Men contemplative anu given to 
Reading ; at leaft it has happen'd fo to me; and 
the Rife and Fall of ihe Family of Sharpets in all 
Ages has been my Contemplation. I find «1! Times 
have had of this People: Hower, in his excellent 
Heroick Poem, calls ‘em AZyrmidons, wi.o were a 
Body who kept among themfelves, J had nothing 
to lote ; therefore never ipared either Greck or Tro- 
jan, when they fell in their Way, upon a Pa 
u 




































But there is a memorable Verfe “which gives us an 
Account of what broke that whole Body, and 
inade both Greeks and Trojans Matters of the Se- 
cret of their Warfare and Plunder. There 1s no- 
‘thing fo pedantick as many Quotations ; therefore 
1 thall inform you only, that in this Battalion there 
were two Officers call’d Therfites and Pandarus; 
they were both lefs renown’d for their Beauty than 
their Wit; but each had this particular Happinels, 
that they were plung’d over Head and Ears in the. 
{ame Water,which made Achilles invuinerable ; and 
had ever after certain Gifts which the reft of the 
World were never to enjoy. Among others, they 
were never to know they were the moft dreadful to 
Sight of all Mortals, never to be diffident of their 
own Abilities, never to blufh, or ever to be woun- 
ded but by each other. Tho’ fome Hiftorians fay, 
Gaming began among the Lydians to divert Hunger, 
I could cite many Authorities to oo it had its 
Rife at the Siege of Troy ; and that Ulifes won the 
Seven-fold Shield at Hazard. But be that as it may, 
the Ruin of the Corps of the A4yrmidons proceeded 
from a Breach between Therfices and Pandarus. The 
Firft of thete was Leader of a Squadron, wherein 
the latter was but a private Man; but having all 
the good Qualities neceflary for a Partizan, he was 
the Favourite of his Officer. But the whole Hifto- 
ty of the feveral Changes in the Order of Sharpers, 
from thofe A¢yrmidons to our Modern Men of Ad- 
drefs and Plunder, will require that we confult 
fome ancient Manufcripts. As we make thefe En- 
quiries, we fhall diurnally communicate them to 
the Publick, that the Knights of the Induftry | 
be better underftood by the good People of England, 
Thefe Sort of Men, in fome Ages, were —- 
and Flatterers only, and were endued with Arts of 
Life to capacitate them for the Converfation of the 
Rich and Great; but now the Bubble courts the 
Impoftor, and pretends at the utmoft to be but his 
Equal. Toclear up the Reafons and Caufes in fuch 


Revolutions, and the Alteration of Conduct be- 
tween Fools and Chicars, fall be one of our La 


bours for the Good of this Kingdom. How there- 
fore Pimps, Footmen, Fiddlers, and Lacqueys, are 
elevated into Companions in this prefent Age, fhall 
be accounted for from the Influence of the Planet 
Mercury on this Ifland; the Aicendency of which 
Sharper over Sol, who is Patron of the Mufes, and 
all honeft Profeffions, has been noted by the lear- 
ned Fob Gadbary to bethe Caufe, that Cunning and 
Trick are more efteem’d than Art and Science. Yt mutt 
be allow’d alfo, to the Memory of Mr. Partridge, 
late of Cecil-freet in the Strand, that in his Anfwer 
to an Horary Queftion, at what Hour of the Night 
to fet a Fox-Trap in Fune, 1705. he haslargely dif- 
cuis’d, under the Character of Reynard, the Manner 
of {urprizing all Sharpers as well as him. But of 
theie great Points, after more mature Deliberation. 


St Fames’s Coffee-houfe, Auguft 17. 


To Uaac Bickerftaff Ef; 
STR, 

¢ WE have nothing at prefent now, but that 

we underftand by fome Owlers, That old 
* People die im France. Letters ‘from Parts of the 
* icth Inftant, WV. S. fay, That Monfieur d’ Andre 
“ Marquis d’Oraifon dy'd at 85 ; Monfieur Brumars, 
‘ at 102 Years, dy’d for Love of his Wife, who was 
* 92 at her Death, after 7o Years Cohabitation,’ 
* Nicolas de Boutheiller, Parith Preacher of Saffeville, 
© being a Batchelor,held out till 116. Dame Claude de 
* Maffy, Relict of Monficur Peter de Monceanx, 
* Grand Audiencer of France, dy’d on the 7th In- 
* {tant, aged 107. Letters of the 17th fay, Mon- 
* fieur Chreffien de Lamoignon dy’d on the 7th In- 
‘ ftant, a Perfon of great Piety and Virtue, bat 
¢ having dy’d young, his Age is conceal’d for Rea- 





“fons of State. On the isth his mot Obriftun 


© Majetty, attended by the Daxphin, the Duke of 
¥ — the Duke and Dutchets’of Berry, affi- 
1 


* tted at the Proceflion which he yeorly performs, 
‘ in Memory of a Vow made by Lewis the XVith, 
* 1638. For which Act of Piety,his Majelty receiv'd 
* Abjolution of his Confeffor, for the Breach of all 
* inconvenient Vows made by himielf. Iam, 


STR, 


Your moft Humble Servant, 
Humphrey Kidney. 


From my own Apartment, Auguft 17. 

Iam to acknowlege {everal Letters which I have 
lately receiv’d ; among others, one fub{crib’d Pbi- 
lanthropos, another Emilia, both which {hall be he- 
nourd. Ihave a Third from an Officer of the 
Army, wherein he defires L would do Juttice to the 
many gallant Actions which have been done by 
Men of private Characters, or Officers of lower 
Stations, during this long War; that their Families 
may have the Pleafure of teeing we liv'd in an 
Age wherein Men of all Orders had their pxoper 
Share in Fame and Glory. There is nothing I 
fhould undertake with greater Pleafure than Mat- 
ter of this Kind: If theretore they who are acquain- 
ted with iuch Faéts, would pleate to communicate 
‘em, by Letter direéted to me at Mr. Aforphen’s, no 
Pains thould -be {pared to put ‘em in a'proper and 
diftinguifhing Light. 


This is to admonifh Stentor, That it was not Admi- 
ration of his Voice, but my Publication of it, which has 
lately increas'd the Number of his Hearers. . 


Advertifement. 
uft Publith’d, 


The Lady Chudlet hs ceme, The 2d Edition,with | 


Additiuus, aut 1ame va be publifh’d, a 2d Edition, on a 
very fine Paper, of, A Dialogue berween Timothy and Philathe- 
us, in which the Principles and Projects of a late whimfical Book 
entitled, The Rights of the Chriitian Church, &c. are fairly 
ftated and anfwer’d in their Kind: And fome Attempts made to- 
wards the Difcovery of a new Way of Reafoning, entirely un- 
known both to the Antients and Moderns, Written by a Lay. 
man. Vol. J. Both printed for B. Lintote at the Crofs-Keys be- 
tween the two Temple-Gates in Fleetitreet. The 2d Volume 
goes to the Prefs nexe Month. 
T the Lamp in Little Marlborough-ftreet near 
King-ftreet, behind Golden-{quare, lives a Phylician, whe 
has a Method that certainly prevents Mifcarriage in Child-bear> 
ing Women ; and undertakes, that any one that has never yet 
gone through with a Child, if they advife with him, either be- 
tore, or quickly after they are with Child again, fhall ({uppo- 
fing no Accidents) go out their full Time. 

He hath alfo invented a BATH, by the Ufe of which, and 
obferving fome other Directions, thole Women who have been 
marricd feveral Years, and have never becn with Child, may 
come to -have many Children, fuppofing the Impediment to be 
accounted for on the Woman’s Side, which he can direct then 
how they may certainly know. 

He hath likewife fome Drops of his cwn Preparation, which 
are a Specifick againft Hylterick Fits ; and in a!l ozker Diteales 
incident to that Sex, as, G:cen-licknefs, and all Obitruétions, &c. 
he is to be advis’d with, having berit his Studies chiefly tor the 
Cure of thofe Diltempers which are peculiar to Women. He is 
to be {poke with only in a Morning at the Place above-mention’a. 

Tile-Kiln at Kilborne near Paddington in Middlefex, being 
A to be remov’d, the Materials thereof, confifting of a con. 
fiderable Quantity ot Timber, Bricks, Tiles, &c. is to be fold at 
a very reafonable Rate, Enquire of Thomas Birchall, Scrivner, 
in Budge-Row near Dowgate, London. 

Avinitatis Probate & Exercite Liber Memorialis, Naturali 

Ordine ita Difpolicus, ut fine ulla Memorize Detatigatione 
Nozitia Vocabulorum non folum capi tacillime, fed feliciter 
etiam repeti ac confervari peflir, In Ulam Scholarum contectus, 
a Chriltophero Cellario, Hal. Academ. P. P. Nunc _ in noftra- 
tium Ufum,e Germanica in ne Anglicanam verfus, A M. B. 
Impentis B. Tooke, fubterMedii Temp!i Portam ; & M. Atkins 
ad Infigne Globi Aurei in Cozmeterio D. Pauli, Pret.ts.6d. 
t@ A New set ot CUTS for the Common Prayer, 55 in 
Number, far exceeding any done in Great Britain before. ‘Ea- 
graven by J. Sturt: And fold by him in Golden-Lion-Court, 
Alderfgate-tireet ; R, Whitledge in Ave-Mary-Lane ; J. Mor- 
phew, and J. Hazard, near Stacioners-Hall. Pr. 3 s. 





Sold by John Morphew near Stationers-Hall, where Advertifements are taken in. 
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